THE    AMERICAN    PRESIDENTS
Colombia had a tendency to dive for gold in troubled waters.
As always when there was a chance of his being thwarted,
Roosevelt's patience gave way. "Those contemptible little
creatures in Bogota/' he wrote to his Secretary of State,
"ought to understand how much they are jeopardizing
things and imperilling their own future." The latter phrase
is ominous, in view of subsequent history. For in Novem-
ber 1903, Panama had an opportune revolution (Roosevelt
described it as a "most just and proper Revolution").
American naval vessels appeared at Panama City and off
Colon, preventing any incivility from the Colombian troops.
Perhaps it was with that act in mind that Roosevelt said the
United States had shown "a spirit not merely of justice but
of generosity in its dealings with Colombia," The new
state of Panama was recognized an hour and fifteen minutes
after it had reported its existence to Washington, and four
days later Panama sent commissioners to sign the treaty that
"the contemptible little creatures in Bogota" had been
delaying. Years afterward, in a public speech, Roosevelt
summed the whole thing up: "I took Panama and left Con-
gress to debate, and while the debate goes on the canal does
also."
When Wilson became President, he drew up a treaty
offering Colombia an apology and $25,000,000. Roosevelt
was furious, and his friend Henry Cabot Lodge blocked the
treaty in the Senate. But in 1921, when Harding was
President, Lodge helped secure the ratification of a treaty
offering Colombia her $25,000,000. The explanation of
this change of heart was an appropriate one for the Harding
administration: oil had been found in Colombia.
Though unspectacular as compared with Panama, or with
his mediation to end the Russo-Japanese War, or even with
Ms espousal of reformed spelling, one of Roosevelt's most
important acts was the logical extension he gave to the
Monroe Doctrine when he justified his intervention in the
affairs of Caribbean countries as follows: "If we are willing
to let Germany or England act as the policemen of the
Caribbean, then we can afford not to interfere when gross
- occurs. But if we intend to say 'Hands off' to
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